[image: image1.jpg]Except for the earlier "IZ' series, the few "Universal High-Speed" and
a small number of other early experimental machines, all British machines
have a townmark of circular form - either a single circle or a double circle
(the neame between the two circles), or a double circle with the inner circle
reduced to two or three arcs of varying formation; the space not filled by
the name is often filled by short arcs. The different forms, especially in
the Weopost machines, show great variety but will not be further detailed in
the following lists. The style of lettering also varies considerably.

The early '"Z" machines show the town-name and the date horizontally
between a series of parallel lines, and the "Universal High-Spced” had a
circular- townmark in the midst of a series of parallel wavy lines. Some of
the early "NZ" machines printed the townname in black, the rest of the imp-
ression being in red.

The date is normally shown in the form %12 III 45" in the centre of

the circle or in the wavy lines, but the Neopost Model 205 ("J" Series) had
frabic month figures, thus "12 3 45" for the first 5000 or so machines, this
was later changed to the more usual Roman date figures and many of the early
machines have been changed since. In other models a very few in error had
Arabic figures. The Pitney Bowes Series "PE" (the original single value
nachines) and "P" (with ‘PA" and "PC"), like the 'Universal High-Speed"
machines, show the date in two lines with the year in full, thus :

12 MAR MAR 12

1945 o 1945
and the Pitney Bowes Model RT usually shows the date in "American" style
with an apostrophe before the year figures, thus "12 III '45"

Errors in dates sometimes attract attention but have a limited
significance to many collectors.

The third element of the impression of a British meter stamp, the slogan,
has - even when (as on rarc occasions) it imitates an official postmark clogan
- no official character, and is changeable or ocmissible at the will of the
user of the machine. Slogens are therefore not classifiable in a way similar
to the officially-prescribed franks and townmarks. Some collectors find them
of considersble interest in various ways, but their collection cannot conven-
iently be combined with the collection of different types of frank and town-
mark; consequently, no further attoniion is paid to them in this catalogue.

With the early Pitney Rowes (P.V,) machines, the postage meter was not
sble to combine the printing of a slogan with the frank and townmerk, and it
had to be printed at a scparate operation by means of another "meter". These
early slogans are therefore usually found either at the foot of the cover or
on the back, and often in a different colour - violet, green or black - from
the frank. To show these, it is of course necessary to preserve the whole
envelope, and examples are of considerable scarcity.




